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SUBJECT: INDOCHINA REFUGEES: SAMPATKUMAR'S CURRENT VIEWS 

1 . 1 HAD LUNCH TODAY WITH UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE SAMPATKUMAR 
AT MY REQUEST TO GET HIS LATEST THINKING ON THE INDOCHINA 
REFUGEE PROBLEM AS SEEN FROM MALAYSIA. IN RESPONSE TO MY 
QUERIES, SAMPATKUMAR EXPRESSED CONTINUED SATISFACTION WITH 
THE MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT'S POLICY AND PERFORMANCE REGARDING 
THE PROVISION OF FIRST ASYLUM TO INDOCHINA REFUGEES ARRIVING 
ON MALAYSIA'S SHORES. HE ALSO EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT AS 
LONG AS THE UNITED STATES IN PARTICULAR, BUT OTHER RESETTLE- 
MENT COUNTRIES AS WELL, CONTINUED TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF 
REFUGEES THEY ACCEPTED, MALAYSIA GOVERNMENT'S POLICY IN THIS 
REGARD WOULD REMAIN STEADY. HE EXPRESSED EQUAL CONFIDENCE 
THAT THE UNHCR, ICEM, AND THE MALAYSIAN RED CRESCENT SOCIETY 
WOULD BE ABLE TO DEAL WITH THE GROWING REFUGEE BURDEN IN 
MALAYSIA. HE NOTED THAT HE WAS AUGMENTING HIS STAFF BY 
TWO PERMANENT OFFICERS, AND THAT HE HOPED TO GET ADDITIONAL 
PART-TIME HELP. HE IS ALSO SUPPLYING MATERIALS TO EXIST- 
ING CAMPS TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL LODGING AND OTHER FACILI- 
TIES FOR THE INCREASED NUMBERS OF REFUGEES IN THE CAMPS. 
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2. SAMPATKUMAR DID SAY, HOWEVER, THAT HE HOPED WE WOULD BE 
ABLE TO CONTINUE TO STEP UP THE RATE OF DEPARTURES FOR THE 
U.S. I SAID THAT I UNDERSTOOD THE RATE OF SPONSORSHIP 
ASSURANCES WAS LIKELY TO GROW ON OUR SIDE, AND THAT I IN 
TURN WAS CONFIDENT THAT WE WOULD BE ABLE TO KEEP THE RATE 
OF DEPARTURES UP WITH THE RATE OF ASSURANCES. I SAID ALSO 
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THAT WE WERE CONSTANTLY SEEKING WAYS OF STREAMLINING OUR 
PROCEDURES AND THAT WE WERE CONSIDERING CONDUCTING MEDICAL 
EXAMS IN THE EAST COAST CAMPS WHILE REFUGEES WERE WAITING FOR 
TRANSPORT, RATHER THAN WAITING UNTIL THEY GOT TO THE TRANSIETN 
CENTER IN KUALA LUMPUR. SAMPATKUMAR SAID HE WOULD SEE WHETHER 
THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH COULD ESTABLISH FREE MEDICAL EXAMINATION 
FACILITIES IN OR NEAR THE CAMPS ON THE EAST COAST FOR BOTH 
U.S.-BOUND AND AUSTRALIA-BOUND REFUGEES. I ENCOURAGED HIM 
TO DO THIS. 

3. SAMPATKUMAR EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR THE 
VICE PRESIDENT'S ASSURANCES REGARDING U.S. INTENTIONS 
TO INCREASE ITS INTAKE OF INDOCHINA REFUGEES TO 25,000 
ANNUALLY. HE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT MALAYSIAN OFFICIALS 
HAD REACTED NEGATIVELY TO THE VICE PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT 
IN BANGKOK THAT 15,000-20,000 OF THESE WOULD BE RESERVED 
FOR THAILAND. HE SAID THEY FOCUSSED ON THE 20,000 RATHER 
THAN THE 15,000 FIGURE. I SAID I WAS CERTAIN THAT THE 

VICE PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT WAS ON OF PRINCIPLE AND THAT IT 
REFLECTED THE FACT THAT THE GREAT BULK OF THE REFUGEES 
WERE IN TAILAND. I SAID THAT OUR EXPERIENCE WITH PAST 
PROGRAMS MADE ME CONFIDENT THAT IN ACTUAL IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE NEW PROGRAM MALAYSIA WOULD OBTAIN ITS FULL AND 
FAIR SHARE. 

4. SAMPATKUMAR MADE THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL POINTS OF 
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CONSIDERABLE INTEREST DURING OUR CONVERSATION: 

A. THE MALAYSIA GOVERNMENT HAS APPROACHED THE UNHCR 
WITH AN OFFER TO RESETTLE IN MALAYSIA UP TO 20,000 CAMBODIAN 
MUSLIM REFUGEES FROM THE VIETNAM-CAMBODIA BORDER CONFLICT. 

AT THE SAME TIME, VIETNAM IS CURRENTLY SEEKING UNHCR 
ASSISTANCE TO RESETTLE CABODIAN REFUGEES FROM THE 
BORDER CONFLICT EITHER IN VIETNAM OR IN OTHER COUNTRIES. 

UNHCR REPRESENTATIVES ARE IN HANOI AT PRESENT DISCUSSING 
THIS REQUEST. SAMPATKUMAR STRESSED IN PARTICULAR THAT 

HE WAS TELLING US ABOUT THE GOM OFFER IN STRICT CONFIDENCE, 

AND ASKED US THAT WE NOT REPEAT NOT REVEAL OUR KNOWLEDGE 
OF IT TO THE MALAYSIWWS OR ANYONE ELSE AT THIS STAGE. 

HE ADDED THAT HE HOPED THE UNHCR WOULD BE ABLE TO "MATCH- 
UP" THE VIETNAMESE REQUEST AND THE MALAYSIAN OFFER. IN 
RESPONSE TO MY QUERY, SAMPATUKUMAR SAID AS FAR AS HE WAS 
AWARE THE MALAYSIANS AND THE VIETNAMESE HAVE NOT BEEN IN 
CONTACT ON THIS MATTER. 

B. THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES 
HARTLING PLANS TO VISIT VIETNAM. LAOS AND THAILAND IN 
SEPTEMBER. SAMPATKUMAR IS ENCOURAGING HIM STRONGLY TO 
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COME TO MALAYSIA AS WELL, BUT IS NOT PRESSING HIM TO VISIT 
SINGAPORE. IN THE LATTER REGARD, SAMPATKUMAR INDICATED 
THAT HE SOUGHT HARTLING'S GUIDANCE ON THE SINGAPORE TRANSIT 
CENTER OFFER AND THAT HARTLING HAD INSTRUCTED HIM NOT TO 
RAISE THE MATTER AGAIN WITH THE GOS AT THIS TIME, SINCE 
THE GOS HAD NOT RESPONDED TO MACE S LETTER, SAMPATKUMAR S 
LETTERS, OR SAMPATKUMARS ORAL APPROACHES. 

C. SAMPATKUMAR PLANS TO GO TO HONG KONG NEXT WEEK TO 
DISCUSS WITH HONG KONG AUTHORITIES THE CURRENT STATUS OF 
THE PROPOSAL FOR A MACAU TRANSIT CENTER. 

5. SAMPATKUMAR ALSO EXPRESSED THE INTERESTING VIEW 

THAT THE VIETNAMESE "BOAT PEOPLE" WOULD CONTINUE TO STREAM 
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OUT OF VIETNAM UNTIL THE U.S. HAD ESTABLISHED RELATIONS 
WITH HANOI, AT WHICH TIME THE "BOAT PEOPLE" PROBLEM 
WOULD CEASE OR FALL OFF SHARPLY. HE CITED TWO REASONS 
FOR SUGGESTING THIS: 

A. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF RELATIONS BETWEEN THE U.S. 

AND VIETNAM WOULD BE SEEN WIDELY AMONG THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE 
AS "PATCHING UP" OUR DIFFERENCES, 

AND B. THE "REFUGEE" PROBLEM WOULD BE TRANSFORMED INTO 
A BILATERAL PROBLEM OF THE REUNIFICATION OF FAMILIES. 

MILLER 
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